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Tattoos and Rainbows pays homage to the chain-ring 
grease tattoo that stains the calves of cyclists. The tattoo 
is a mark of camaraderie that unites cyclists everywhere. 
One can discern a cyclist in the crowd by noticing signifi-
ers such as the tattoo, rolled up right pant leg and helmet 
hair, often prompting the exchange of knowing looks and 
gentle smiles between complete strangers. 
 
The rainbow rising above smoggy clouds refers to 
cyclists’ commitment to making this world a better place 
by choosing to use a form of non-polluting transportation.  
Many cyclists will recognize the ubiquitous colors of the 
“rainbow jersey” gracing bicycle gear everywhere. 

Sarah Phillips is a Toronto-born, Brooklyn-based visual artist who has exhibited widely 
in Canada and the US. She is currently taking part in a year-long artist residency at the 
Lower East Side Printshop. 

Check out her website at: www.sarahnicolephillips.com/


