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March 05
In response to peristent arrests, a cyclists’ 
legal defense team and fund is established 
by the “February 14,” the14 riders arrested 
the previous month. Over the next year 
FreeWheels becomes the primary bulwark 
against NYPD harassment of Critical Mass 
riders. The organization raises $20,000 for 
legal aid and establishes a free loaner bike 
program for people who have had their 
bikes taken by police. 

Feb 03
Citing “terrorism” the NYPD asks and is granted looser restrictions on surveilling lawful political activity. 
NYPD begins spying on environment organization Times’s Up! and on Critical Mass rides.

Christine Quinn becomes 
City Council Speaker
Despite two big court victories at this 
time, a bad moon is on the rise. Cyclists 
don’t pay much attention to the election 
of the new Speaker, but by the end of 
2006 Quinn will embrace new NYPD 
Parade Permit Rules that sharply limit 
public gatherings, including cyclists 
riding together even if obeying all traffic 
laws.

First NYC Critical Mass

Court Loosens
Handschu Restrictions

5 Borough Bike Club 
Sues City Over New 
Parade Permit Rules

Criminal Court Says
Parade Permit Rules
Are Unconstitutional

Court asks for 
de-escalation between 

riders and police

Feb 06
Case: People vs. Bezjack
Criminal Court Judge hearing the case of 
9 cyclists arrested during Critical Mass for 
“parading w/o a permit” says The City’s 
“Parade Permit” scheme is overly broad 
and unconsitutional. This is the second 
significant victory for cyclists. The NYPD 
temporarily suspends its mass arrest 
campaign and begins a period of 
vigorously ticketing cyclists.

Court Says NYPD
Confiscation of Bikes 
Is Unconstitutional
Oct 06
Case: Bray vs. City of NY
In October the NYPD seize bikes of four  
people without arresting them. The four sue 
The City for unreasonable seizure. The 
court orders the NYPD to stop clipping 
locks and seizing bikes.

Court Rejects
City Gag and

Injunction Request
Against Time’s Up!

Monthly Number of Arrests

May is Bike Month,
ride expected to 
be rebound again

Rain kept ride 
small in April

Jan 06
Case: City of NY vs. Time’s Up!

The first of two big victories for 
cyclists which end the first period of 

arrests. The City asks court to bar four 
members of Time’s Up! from riding in 

Critical Mass, and they ask court to 
bar Time’s Up! from even writing 

about the ride. Court refuses.

2nd Criminal Court
Rejects Parade 
w/o Permit Charges
Sept 06
Case: People vs. Barrett
Another Criminal Court Judge 
says The City’s “Parade Permit” 
scheme doesn’t apply to 
defendants arrested at Critical 
Mass, and the Parade Permit 
rules are unconstitutional.

Feb 07
The NYPD establishes new 
rules requiring a permit for 
any “public gathering” of 50 
or more people. Community 
groups, the NYC Bar, and 
Civil Rights advocates object 
and say only City Council 
should be creating such laws. 

Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn calls the new rules “a 
practical approach to traffic 
and public safety issues” and  
roadblocks efforts by other 
Council Members to override 
the rules.

March 07
The 5BBC asks court to stop 
NYPD from enforcing new 
rules. Case is pending.

Court Re-imposes
Handschu Restrictions

Feb 07
Judge Haight rebukes the NYPD for routinely video- 
taping lawful political activity. Orders NYPD to stop 

unless unlawful activity is expected and NYPD 
applies for permission to tape.

Freewheels and Time’s Up! 
heavily flier the ride asking 
cyclists to respect all lights. 

The NYPD responds by 
making 48 arrests.

Critical Mass Explodes

July 03
1600 Riders

June 03
800 Riders

Ridership hovers in mid-100s for several years

In June of 2003 the ride grows to 
800 people. It then doubles to 
1600 in July!

First Halloween Ride 
500 Riders

Rides shrink to ~450 
participants in summer

First Theme Ride
Also the first sizable Critical Mass, 
Halloween is established as an 
annual large ride.

Earth Day April 2000, dressing up 
isn’t just for Halloween. Theme rides 
in which people wear costumes and 
play music become a regular part of 
Critical Mass and attract parents and 
children to the ride.

First Flier

Musical Ride 2000

Brooklyn Bridge 2001 - No Police

Bike Summer 2003

Halloween 2003
Meetup Point Moves to 
Union Square
The NYPD takes a fairly “hands off” 
approach with Critical Mass. Standard 
procedure was 6-10 officers in the back 
of the ride to buffer from automobile 
traffic and along the sides to block 
cross-traffic and facilitate the ride swiftly 
through the city.

The first Critical Mass ride is held in NYC 
less than 1 year after the first Critical 
Mass ride ever is held in San Francisco 
in September of 1992.  The meet up point 
for the first ride is Washington Square 
Park. Shortly thereafter the meet up point 
becomes the Astor Place Cube. For 
the next few years ride size varies from 
as low as 3 - 10 in the winter months to 
100 - 200 in the summer months

Before RNC 
Critical Mass grows 
to 2000 riders in 
good weather

From 2004 through 2006, The 
City spends at least $1.3 Million 
policing Crtitical Mass

NYPD issues hundreds of 
tickets for fake violations like 
“not far left enough”.

The RNC ride changes everything
starting with 264 arrests that night 
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